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Editor’s note:
The one about early Christmas 
Eric Long | editor-in-chief
Christmas. It’s here. Stores are starting their sales, Starbucks’ infamous red cups are being filled with peppermint mochas 
and gingerbread lattes, replacing the Pumpkin Spice Latte, and 
signs are being posted for the numerous appearances of Santa. But 
there’s an issue: we’re hardly in the middle of November.
Have we said, “Screw you,” to Thanksgiving? Should we just 
call it “Pre-Black Friday Day” and make dinner a time to practice 
taking down old ladies? While the feeling of the holiday season 
can fill hearts with warmth and joy, we should be enjoying the 
prospects of our bellies being full of turkey, mashed potatoes and 
stuffing — save room for the pie. 
Sadly, we live in a country ruled by money and the idea of get-
ting filthy rich. Corporations know Americans love their holidays 
and more money is made each year these corporations push out 
Christmas earlier.
I enjoy the warm feelings of the holidays as much as the next 
person, but can we please get through Thanksgiving before 
Christmas songs are sung and mall Santas drearily pose in front of 
cameras with screaming children on their laps?     
Contents
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News
The EWU Against Rape Culture Rally was held in the outskirts of the PUB on 
Nov. 3 from noon to 1 p.m.
The rally was put on by 
Planned Parenthood Generation 
Action: EWU and co-spon-
sored by the Scary Feminists, 
a student organization focused 
around social justice and gender 
and feminist politics, according 
to EWU’s website.
Planned Parenthood Genera-
tion Action: EWU is a new club 
to Eastern. “We are the liaison 
between Eastern and Planned 
Parenthood of Greater Wash-
ington and North Idaho. We 
are a movement of young people 
across identities to empower 
and inform the university,” said 
public affairs campus organizer 
and co-president of the club 
junior Alexis Griggs, women’s 
and gender studies and psychol-
ogy major. “What I really want 
to emphasize is that we are not 
a club that sits around and just 
‘talks’ about all the social injus-
tices in the world, but we are 
actually trying to do something 
about it,” Griggs said.
A recent Letter to the 
Editor printed in The East-
erner written by EWU senior 
Rebekkah Shelp with the 
help of EWU graduates Kelli 
Crawford and Brit Davis 
touched on the issue of the 
language used in the timely 
warnings, stating it is “per-
petuating rape culture.” Ac-
cording to Griggs, the letter 
was what inspired the club to 
put together a rally. 
In regards to Shelp, Griggs 
said, “She was brave enough 
to speak out about an issue 
that most people would rather 
stay silent about.”
The rally encouraged 
all students to participate, and 
many faculty members came 
by and spoke with Planned 
Parenthood Generation Ac-
tion: EWU members as well. 
Students made signs and put 
teal duct tape, the color for 
sexual assault awareness, over 
their mouths. The idea was to 
create a social media campaign 
in order to spread awareness 
to a larger audience. Some 
of the signs used the hashtag 
#NotOnMyRedTurf, inspired by 
Shelp’s letter, and participants 
walked around campus holding 
their signs in order to take a 
stand against issues of rape, 
rape culture and sexual assault.
According to vice presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood 
Generation Action: EWU, 
junior Janie Wright, the club 
wanted to change the conver-
sation regarding sexual assault. 
“That’s what we’re trying 
to change, the idea that 
it has anything to do with the 
victim,” she said. “Rape or 
sexual assault happens because 
there is someone creating that 
[situation].” She said they want-
ed to change the idea that the 
victim is at fault in any way.
Junior and Planned Par-
enthood Generation Action: 
EWU member McKenna 
Paulsen said awareness and 
education about consent and 
what it means needs to be 
spread. “Blaming the victims 
for these crimes do not pre-
vent them from occurring in 
the future; however, teaching 
others about consent can. We 
are here to let those who are 
affected by sexual assault 
know that we stand in support 
of them,” she said. 
EWU clubs host anti-assault rally
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer
Planned Parenthood Generation Action: EWU heads rally for sexual assault awareness
Planned Parenthood club rally near Patterson Hall at EWU  | Photo by Karissa Berg
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News
Vickie Shields honored at National Press 
Club anniversary gala in D.C.
By Daisy Garcia | staff writer
EWU’s very own Vick-ie Shields, 
dean of the 
College of Social 
and Behavioral 
Sciences and 
Social Work, was 
honored in the District of Columbia 
by the National Press Club for her 
past presidential role for the national 
Council of Colleges of Arts and 
Sciences (CCAS). 
On Nov. 6, an annual meeting 
was held by the National Press Club 
featuring a gala to celebrate the 
50-year anniversary of the CCAS 
deans and associate deans. The orga-
nization was founded in 1965 with 
the goal of providing networking 
and training opportunities, political 
advocacy and a forum for discussion 
of contemporary challenges to 
higher education. The CCAS now 
has 2,000 deans and associate 
and assistant deans that belong to 
over 500 member institutions both 
nationally and internationally.
Shields held the presidential 
term in 2010-2011 for the CCAS and 
said it was her “honor and privilege 
to represent the nation’s arts and 
science deans.” 
The gala recognized past 
presidents of the organization and 
reflected on the time they held in 
office.  While serving as president of 
CCAS, Shields was responsible for 
leading the organization to improve 
its effectiveness, ability to serve 
members and development as the 
leading spokesman for the liberal 
arts and sciences. The programs 
she helped to set up are “Standards 
of Practice for Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences” and “The Dean’s 
Knowledge Base.”
Being the president of CCAS 
in no way hindered her from 
taking on other big responsi-
bilities. Shields has been with 
EWU since 2005 and held the 
position of dean for the College 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
and Social Work since then. She 
is not only the head of EWU’s 
College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences and Social Work, she 
is also a professor of communi-
cation studies. In her time with 
the school, Shields has shared 
her expertise through seminars, 
doctoral advising and many 
communications related-courses.
Griggs said this rally was only 
the first step. 
“One of the biggest things we 
hope to achieve is ensuring that 
students have the resources they 
need in case of an event like 
rape or sexual assault,” she said.
A total of 28 students partook 
in the rally. EWU junior Ashlyn 
Malmstrom said the rally made 
her consider joining the club. 
“Being in college and going out 
on the weekends, I’ve seen and 
heard firsthand how nonchalant 
people are about rape culture. 
I’ve heard people make jokes 
about rape saying, ‘No actually 
means yes’ and ‘Just get her 
wasted.’” Malmstrom said she is 
a firm believer in no means no 
and the rally was really moving 
for her. 
“I feel that this rally helped 
show the EWU community that 
rape and sexual assault are issues 
we need to stand against together 
to make our campus safe and 
secure,” she said. 
Malmstrom added that “rape 
and sexual assault are topics many 
stray away from talking about 
because they think it’s ‘awkward,’ 
but it needs to be talked about, 
and we need to spread awareness 
about this rising issue.” She said 
she hopes this rally encouraged 
others to take a stand against rape 
culture and helps spread the word 
that rape and sexual assault are 
not acceptable.
Griggs said the club wants 
to have giant posters in every 
building on campus with a list 
of where students can go in 
times of crisis and who they 
can contact.
“We want to make sure they 
have resources readily and con-
sistently available to them at all 
times,” she said.
In addition to student organiza-
tion and club efforts, Eastern has 
a program called Start By Believ-
ing aimed to train students and 
faculty how to respond to someone 
who comes to them and says they 
have been sexually assaulted.
Planned Parenthood Gen-
eration Action: EWU holds 
meetings every Tuesday at 4:00 
p.m. in Monroe 207. All students 
interested in getting involved are 
encouraged to attend.
The independent, student-run news site of Eastern Washington University
online at





Vickie Shields | EWU dean
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Senior secretary of the social work department Carol Golden has been an active employee of the EWU campus since 1988 and has worked for 
several offices, hosted foreign students and survived 
breast cancer throughout her time here.
Golden has many passions but her most beloved 
is that of assisting international students. She began 
working with them when she took a job in the office 
of Asia University America Program (AUAP). “When 
I was in AUAP I fell in love with the students them-
selves and the different cultures, so ever since then 
I have hosted somebody in my home, sometimes one, 
sometimes two students,” said Golden. “I started out 
with Japanese, then had Chinese and now have Saudi. 
I used to have only girls, now I have had some boys as 
well and they are just delightful.”
Golden said she feels international students do 
not get the full experience without living with an 
American family. She also said she is fortunate 
enough to have these students stay with her entirely 
through word of mouth of her previous students. 
“They learn our culture and we learn to appreciate them 
and their culture. I have learned so much about diversity 
from them,” Golden said.
Golden said she loves to travel and due to her relationship 
with a student she hosted from Japan, she and a friend were 
able to go to the country and be hosted by the student’s family.
In 2000, only three months after her mother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer, Golden was diagnosed 
for the first time. She called an old friend who ended 
up moving in with her for nine years while she went 
through the treatment process. 
After surviving cancer once, Golden found another 
mass in 2011 and immediately went to the doctor, 
beginning the treatment process once again.
Golden took the BRCA test, which tells if a person 
is genetically prone to breast and ovarian cancer, among 
others, and tested positive for breast cancer, ovarian 
cancer and melanoma. After these results, Golden had 
her second mastectomy and underwent a preventative 
hysterectomy, then reconstruction at the same time.
Golden’s husband’s previous wife had passed away 
from breast cancer. When Golden was diagnosed the 
second time she said he was devastated and worried he 
was going to lose her as well. Golden told him, “You 
can’t worry about it, you can’t cry over it, it happens and 
I am not going to die.”
Golden said the most important thing to remember 
when someone is going through something like a severe 
illness is to never give up the fight. Getting from one day 
to the next and going through each treatment was the 
most arduous thing for Golden, because the treatment is 
difficult and sometimes patients just do not want to go.
She said she has two children of her own and six 
grandchildren between the two of them. She said she 
plans to see them all grow up and get married, as well as 
retire in a few years and travel all over the country with 
her husband on his Honda Goldwing motorcycle. 
“If the cancer were to come back would I go through 
treatment again knowing I’d have to become sicker in 
order to heal and get better? I definitely would. I am a 
survivor and the blessings in my life far outweigh the 
negative. I am willing to support anyone else who may 
have questions about how to cope,” Golden said.
Carol Golden pictured at her desk | Photo by Karissa Berg
Wife, mother, host parent – cancer survivor
Carol Golden, senior secretary of the social work department, opens up about her career, cancer and hopes




Carol Golden, senior secretary of 
social work department
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Eagle Life 
Charles Shultz’s “Peanuts” set the bar for comics in 
the paper. His “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas” became 
an instant TV classic and 
now, 65 years after the first 
strip appeared, Snoopy and 
the gang are back in a beautifully-done, 
3D-animated feature. 
 “The Peanuts Movie” brought the 
perpetual underdog Charlie Brown and 
his many friends to life in the classic 
tale of the girl-next-door. The story got 
underway when Charlie Brown and 
the crew spotted a new girl – The Little 
Red-Haired Girl – moving in across the 
street. Smitten, Charlie Brown saw this as 
the perfect opportunity to turn his endless 
string of bad luck around. Wanting to 
make the best first impression possible, 
Charlie Brown followed the advice of the 
always judgmental Lucy and set out to 
become a winner. 
Unfortunately for Charlie Brown, 
none of his attempts at becoming a winner 
pan out the way he would have liked. But 
with help from his friend Linus and his 
loyal yet troublemaking dog Snoopy, he 
might be able to finally talk to The Little 
Red-Haired Girl.
Intertwining two narrative threads, we 
got the story of Charlie Brown trying to 
win affection, but we also got the pleasure 
of witnessing Snoopy’s imagined battle 
with the notorious Red Baron.  Sitting 
atop his dog house, Snoopy envisioned 
himself as a pilot fighting to retrieve 
his captured love. Incredibly well done, 
the animation in the flying scenes was 
breathtaking as Snoopy flew to different 
parts of the world in his pursuit of the 
Red Baron.
The animation throughout is fantastic. 
Bringing layers of photo-realistic texture to 
both the characters and the scenery, while 
still carrying over the exaggerated cartoon 
nature of the original “Peanuts” comics, 
Blue Sky Studios made the transition from 
2D to 3D appear seamless. 
Focusing primarily on a small group of 
characters – Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus 
and Snoopy – the film was as relatable and 
likeable as ever. Thankfully there was a 
generous amount of screen time devoted to 
the small role characters as well; the tom-
boyish Peppermint Patty, Charlie Brown’s 
boisterous sister Sally and the bookworm 
Marcie. All getting enough time for their 
personalities to shine through, there wasn’t 
a weak link in the chain.
And of course, Woodstock cannot be 
forgotten. Snoopy’s faithful bird sidekick 
didn’t play a huge role in the movie, but he 
was always there. Giving his opinions in 
the original little beep noises, the presence 
of Woodstock only added to the classic 
cartoon feel.
As a whole, the movie was quite good. 
Older “Peanuts” fans will appreciate the 
inclusion of jokes from past strips and 
older movies, while new fans will enjoy 
the loveable characters and cute humor 
they bring to the table. “The Peanuts 
Movie” was able to give a new layer to the 
franchise that has touched many across 
generations and was a sweet return to the 
cinemas for Chuck and his friends.
‘Peanuts’ back after 65 years
Review of Charles Shultz’s comic come-to-life in ‘The Peanuts Movie’
By Joe Matthews | staff writer





By Mike Hantho | contributing writer
On Nov. 17, the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Social Work 
will host a Global Studies Lecture 
Series. The speaker will be Bipasha 
Biswas, Ph.D., an associate professor 
at EWU’s School of Social Work.
 The lecture will take place in the 
Walter and Myrtle Powers Reading 
Room, Hargreaves Hall 201 from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Biswas will discuss witchcraft, patriarchy and health-
care in the Bay of Bengal in the lecture.
 According to Biswas, the intention of this lecture 
is to give people the understanding that our civilization 
lives in a globalized world with little cultural isolation.
 “As a social worker, I want to bring in the kind of 
work I do with the community there,” said Biawas. “It’s 
[concerned with] community health and public health, 
a lot of empowerment and also understanding the 
grounds of gender and gender disparity, along with help 
and access to healthcare.”
 Biswas said her hope for the lecture is to have 
students and community members at EWU not only 
be aware of the globalized world, but to take action to 
help out. 
 “Even though I’m sitting in Cheney talking about 
this event, people living in this part of the islands are 
part of my larger psyche,” said Biawas. “That’s who 







Bipasha Biswas, associate professor
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This quarter the EWU theater program is putting on “Pocatello,” written by Samuel D. Hunter and 
directed by Jadd Davis, EWU graduate 
and artistic director for Coeur d’Alene 
Summer Theatre. 
According to Davis, “Pocatello” is a 
heartbreaking comedy centering around 
Eddie, the manager of an Italian chain 
restaurant in a small, unexceptional town 
in Idaho. “It is a meditation on the changes 
and challenges facing small-town America 
in the 21st century,” said Davis. “We are in 
this town which was, at one time, a thriving 
western small city that has become this sort 
of generic Wal-Martville.” 
Davis continued, “They [the characters] are 
examining their stuck little lives in this stuck 
little town they don’t know how to escape.” 
This play was selected by theater 
department director Sarah Goff and Davis. 
Davis said he was asked to come back and 
direct this year for the second time and 
he is a big fan of new pieces. “Pocatello” 
falls into this category as it has only been 
performed two other times nationwide, 
once in New York and once in Chicago.
Hunter is from Moscow, Idaho, and 
Davis said he is one of the biggest rock stars 
in the playwriting world right now.
“There is a significant local connection 
that the playwright himself is from the 
state that he is writing about,” said Davis. 
“Cheney and Moscow is essentially that 
same world, so it felt very close to home. 
The fact that we got to work on this new 
piece by a writer who had a connection to 
the area and it offers up some really, really 
challenging and wonderful roles for college 
students to play.”
“Pocatello” features several students from 
the theater department and others. Senior 
theater major Eli Drushella was cast as 
Eddie. “I am really excited to get audiences 
to feel how I feel about this play. It’s really 
hard to read through and I just want to work 
that out and make it clear and beautiful for 
an audience to see,” Drushella said.
Seniors Carly Stewart and Hannah 
Bancroft were also cast as key roles in this 
play. Stewart is playing Becky, who is the 
daughter of Bancroft’s character, Tammy. 
“I really just enjoy the storyline. I am 
from a really small town which is slowly 
morphing into what we’re seeing here in 
‘Pocatello’ and I love telling something that 
is so easily relatable, that claustrophobia of 
not wanting to leave or wanting to leave, so 
just being able to relate that to the public is 
what I am excited about,” Stewart said. 
Bancroft is new to the stage this quarter 
and agreed with Stewart that the play is very 
relatable. “It deals with such modern issues 
of happiness and what it is to be normal 
and I feel like, especially for my character, 
the issues are so relatable to everything 
college students are going through at this 
time, but also carries with you to when you 
are making other decisions in life. I am 
looking forward to sharing that in the story,” 
Bancroft said. 
“Pocatello” premiers Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
and will be shown again on Nov. 14, 20 and 
21 at the same time. The play will have a 
matinee on Nov. 15 at 2 p.m. and will be 
shown at 5 p.m. on Nov. 19. 
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
EWU hosts third national production of ‘Pocatello’
The ‘heartbreaking comedy’ casts EWU students, relates to small-town America
By Rosie Perry | staff writer
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“Halo 5: Guardians” is 343 Industries’ latest 
adventure in the long-standing shooter franchise and 
serves to be, at the very least, a unique departure from 
the established formula. 
The combat element of “Halo” has never been 
better. Weapons have been defined and given unique 
identities, helping each feel completely different. Every 
pull of the trigger feels good, and the added element 
of the boss fight mechanic is a welcome change to 
what could have easily become a stale and formulaic 
part of the game. While the campaign does sometimes 
drag, each combat engagement is a breath of fresh air 
after a long stretch of standing in front of a non-player 
character for exposition.
Therein lies my biggest issue with “Halo 5”: the 
story. It’s not necessarily bad, but the way it’s told 
seems lazy and uninspired. Granted, “Halo” has never 
been the best at storytelling, but “Halo 5” depends so 
much on the expanded universe novels to bridge the 
gaps between “Halo 4” and “Halo 5” it doesn’t bother 
to spend any time on character development. Which is 
a problem considering the larger cast of characters at 
play. Even the fan-favorite Buck, played brilliantly by 
Nathan Fillion, falls into obscurity as the story moves 
along. 343 Industries expects players to care about 
characters they really have no reason to like and gives 
less screen time to the people they actually want to see.
Other shooter games have managed to tell compel-
ling stories that don’t get bogged down by characters or 
action set pieces, such as last year’s “Wolfenstein: The 
New Order.”  A combination of cut-scenes and in-game 
mechanics walk the player through what feels like an 
expansive world, but with “Halo 5” 343 seems to have 
abandoned any storytelling desire beyond their market-
ing trailers and opening action scene. It’s particularly 
upsetting after the Master Chief Collection, released in 
2014, proved a decent story can still be told within the 
shooting game formula.
The added element of squad gameplay is an 
interesting addition to the franchise. The majority of 
the game the squad AIs are responsive and powerful, 
although I found myself waiting for them to get 
around a wall for longer than I would have liked 
from time to time. It breaks up the action when a 
character you need simply doesn’t follow you when 
you tell them to. 
Given the inconvenience of the computer-controlled 
squad members, 343 clearly built the game from the 
ground up with the idea the player would be playing 
with three of their friends at all times. It’s certainly a 
fun possibility, but the majority of people don’t have 
the time to coordinate with three other friends to get 
together and play videogames for several hours.
If you’re not looking for immersive storytelling or 
world-building and are looking for the classic shoot’em-
up multiplayer experience, then “Halo 5” is just the 
thing. 343 has ramped up the multiplayer experience 
and the quintessential “Halo” matches feel better than 
they ever have. It casts a huge shadow on the other 
games in the franchise and there is no going back.
At the end of the day “Halo 5: Guardians” may 
be a low point on the story front, but it sets up “Halo 
6” as a worthy successor to the franchise. Until then, 
“Halo 5: Guardians” will have to do.
The Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity hosted a Hot Dogs for Heroes philanthropy 
event Nov. 10 in honor of Veterans 
Day. Hot dogs were sold to the pub-
lic for $2 and were free for veterans 
and active-duty military personnel. 
This was the first philanthropy 
event of the year for Sigma Phi 
Epsilon. Social and philanthropy 
chair of Sigma Phi Epsilon senior 
Chaz Martinez said the turnout 
was much better than the chapter 
predicted; veterans, active duty, 
students and general public showed 
up and supported the cause. 
Martinez came up with the 
initial idea for the event. It was 
originally going to be called Hot 
Dogs for Warriors and hot dogs 
would only be given out for free to 
veterans and active-duty military 
and not sold at all. Another 
fraternity member came up with 
the name Hot Dogs for Heroes and 
they decided that in addition to 
giving out free hot dogs to veterans 
and active-duty, they would sell hot 
dogs to everyone else to raise money 
for the Red Cross.
Donations were accepted in 
addition to the money gathered 
from hot dog sales and all proceeds 
were given to the Service to the 
Armed Forces program of the Red 
Cross Greater Inland Northwest 
Chapter. The program supports 
U.S. military personnel, both 
veterans and active-duty, in the 
Spokane area.
“The services we are able 
to provide to our local military 
community, from outreach activities 
at the Spokane Veterans Home to 
welcome bags for new Airmen on 
Fairchild, exist because of local 
donations,” said Megan Snow, 
executive director of the Red Cross 
Greater Inland Northwest Chapter. 
“We appreciate the efforts of the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity in 
helping us serve those who serve 
our country.”
Sophomore Trentin Leuik was 
dressed in a full-body hot dog 
costume and could be heard two 
blocks away shouting phrases such 
as “Come get a hot dog” and “Your 
dog wants a hot dog.” Leuik bought 
the costume for Halloween hoping 
to make use of it in the future. “I’m 
having a blast – I’m just running 
around in a hot dog costume trying 
to raise some money for the troops,” 
Lewis said.
Supporting veterans is some-
thing the chapter has done in the 
past and hopes to continue doing, 
said senior Nathan Peters, chapter 
president. In previous years the 
chapter donated to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, a national mili-
tary and veterans charity service 
organization. By donating to the 
Red Cross the chapter is able to 
support veterans and active-duty 
military in the area.
Sigma Phi Epsilon ended the 
event raising a total $534 and 
selling 230 hot dogs.
‘Halo 5: Guardians’ review
Newest ‘Halo’ feels uninspired but provides fun multi-player
By Chris Mudd | staff writer
Fraternity hosts Hot Dogs  
for Heroes charity event
By Lelia Thatcher | staff writer
Illustration by Linlin Xing
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Awareness of sexual assaults has increased dra-matically this year, not just by the campus po-lice, but by students as well. With a rally held 
on Nov. 3, women and men were encouraged to bring 
or make signs showing their views on the No Means No 
campaign. The signs themselves hit home, but when the 
chanting started, the situation lost some clarity. 
“Not on my red turf!” 
The message behind the chant and the signs was 
obvious; if someone says “No,” don’t continue. But the 
chant itself could have been formulated a little better. 
Not to intentionally make a mockery of such a serious 
topic, but when girls chant, “Not on my red turf,” 
assault is not the first thing to come to mind. 
Being the middle of the day, many people were in 
class. This might have also caused a lack of under-
standing from the chant as well. Students in class 
couldn’t see signs being walked around the campus, but 
they could hear people shouting outside. If someone 
just heard that chant, they would have no idea what 
was being referred to. Maybe something like “Real 
men don’t rape” would have been more effective, or 
just the classic “No means no” would have worked. 
Unfortunately, the actual choice in chant did not 
convey the sought-after message.
This was obviously not the objective of the rally 
and thankfully the signs held strong messages that 
supported the true meaning behind it. No means no, 
and with all the assaults being reported, it is clear that 
some people need this drilled into their heads. With 
protesters’ signs displaying things such as “Yes = F*** 
Me, No = F*** You,” the message was clear. 
Though the chant was poorly executed, the signs 
were what made the difference in the rally. Many people 
stopped and asked what the rally was about and then 
made signs themselves. Both men and women were par-
ticipating in the rally. It was nice to see that seemingly 
targeted males knew and respected what these women 
were fighting for and didn’t take it personally.
With women and men cooperating to fight for a 
cause that greatly affects both genders, the rally overall 
went well. With many participants, it was clear there 
is an abundance of passion on campus toward this 
subject. Hopefully in the future, that passion will lead 
to more such events and help create chants that are a 
little more transparent.
Good signs make up for poor 
chant at anti-assault rally
WHAT’S THE DEAL?!
Bragging about binge drinking
What’s the deal with people who brag about binge drinking?
Finishing an entire bottle of 
liquor is not some historic accom-
plishment, bro.
In the far 
too many years 




stories of people 
bragging about their ungodly 
ability to guzzle mass amounts 
of alcohol. I always wonder: How 
is proclaiming the ability to take 
several years off your life a thing?
And that is just looking at 
the long term implications. I’m 
amazed at how many times I 
hear those conversations end 
with “and I drove home.”
Really?
So, if being conceited about 
the ability to drink a lot is accept-
able, then being proud of driving 
drunk must be as well. You can’t 
just endanger yourself; you feel 
the need to put others in harm’s 
way and then show no shame or 
remorse for your actions?
I understand wanting to 
express how much fun you had 
the night before, but know that 
every person around you doesn’t 
care about the statistics. In all 
likelihood the person you’re 
telling is annoyed as well.
As shocking as it is, we are 
not proud that you got so drunk 
that you don’t remember a thing 
and are in so much pain the 
next day.
I’m not saying drinking and 
having a good time is bad; that 
would be incredibly hypocritical. 
I can even understand that there 
are times where that gets taken 
overboard, but that is not a 
reason to be proud. It’s shameful 
and usually includes terrible 
decision-making.
Get over yourself.
If for some reason that is 
totally beyond me you do feel the 
need to not only consume that 
much alcohol, but also brag about 
it, please do it out of earshot. 
Trust me, no one else really cares 
to hear about it and most of us 
are actively rooting for you to 
continue failing at life.
Anti-sexual assault rally on campus | Photo by Karissa Berg
OP-ED
Illustration by Linlin Xing
By Joe Matthews | staff writer
By Samuel Deal | opinion editor
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Community
By Mike Manning | administrative 
assistant
November 1, 1:45 a.m.
Destruction of ProPerty
Letters on the EWU sign located on 
Fifth and C streets were pulled off and 
stolen. There are no leads or suspects. 
November 2, 10:30 a.m.  
intimiDation
A student in Patterson Hall was 
reported for making comments about 
a professor found to be threatening. 
Following further investigation, no 
prosecution was made. 
November 2, 2:36 p.m.
Destruction of ProPerty
It was reported that, following the 
football game on Oct. 31, a parking meter 
was pulled out of the ground in Lot 1. 
There are currently no leads or suspects
November 3, 12:41 a.m.
marijuana
The smell of marijuana was reported to be 
coming from a room on the first floor of 
LA Hall. The student occupying the room 
consented to a search. He was referred to 
Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
November 6, 11:54 p.m.
marijuana 
A CA in Pearce Hall discovered a video on 
Snapchat of an e-cigarette being smoked 
by students on her floor. Following further 
investigation, it was discovered that the 
student was smoking oil infused with 
marijuana. An arrest was made.
November 7, 1:50 a.m.
alcohol offense
A student was found returning to 
Morrison Hall heavily intoxicated and 
was arrested.
November 7, 2:41 p.m.
alcohol offense
Staff-Pro workers saw a noticeably 
intoxicated student at the football game. 
As a result of contact with workers, the 
student became irate. Police involvement 
led to a can of beer being discovered in 
the student’s pocket. He was arrested. 
November 7, 5:45 p.m.
alcohol offense
Officers noticed an intoxicated student 
in the stands at the football game. An 
empty beer can was found near him and 
he was arrested. 
November 7, 5:15 p.m.
motor Vehicle theft
During the football game, a vehicle used by 
campus parking services was stolen from 
in front of the Phase. The vehicle is a 2009 
Club NEV. No current leads or suspects. 
November 7, 9:52 p.m.
alcohol offense 
A large group of students was found to be 
drinking in a room in snyamncut Hall. 
Eleven were referred to Student Rights 
and Responsibilities. 
November 8, 2:05 a.m.
marijuana
The smell of marijuana was reported on 
the second floor of LA Hall. Two students 
were arrested with misdemeanor charges. 
November 8, 4:18 p.m.
marijuana
On the first floor of LA Hall the smell of 
marijuana was reported. Contact with a 
group of students was made, but no marijua-
na was located. Four students were referred 
to Students Rights and Responsibilities. 
November 8, 11:08 p.m.
WeaPons offense
In response to a fire alarm provoked by 
in-dorm smoking, a student’s room was 
searched. A spring loaded knife was found 
in his possession and he was arrested. 
November 8, 11:41 p.m.
marijuana 
In response to the smell of marijuana 
in LA Hall, a student was cited for 
possession. Another student involved was 
arrested for felony drug possession. 
Police Beat
Illustration by Linlin Xing
Corrections for Issue 7:
In the article “EWU soccer moves on to 
conference tournament” on page 7, the 
wrong score was given. Both teams scored 
one goal each, not 11. Also, Brandon 
Cline wrote the article, not TJ Moulton.
The second picture on page 17 was 
captioned, “Wide receiver freshman Jason 
Williams catches pass.” Cooper Kupp is 
actually the one pictured catching a pass.
The article “Okera Nsombi joins 
EWU” was written by Jaclyn 
Archer, not by Daisy Garcia.
The spread on pages 10 and 11 had the 
wrong dates: October 21, 2015. The dates 
should have been November 4, 2015.
The front page graphic was 
done by Claire Simpson.
The front states that the paper was 
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After one of their best seasons to date in program history with a record of 21-12 and 
12-6 in conference, the Eagles wom-
en’s basketball team is ready to make 
an even bigger impact coming into 
this year. 
While taking a cut in the roster, 
losing an overall of seven players in 
the offseason, the team is coming 
in young and fresh. Out of the 
12-woman roster, six of them are 
freshman. The other six consists of 
three sophomores, two juniors and 
one senior. 
The team only has five returning 
players from last season, including 
Hayley Hodgins, Delaney Hodgins, 
Tisha Phillips, Bethany Montgomery 
and Mariah Cunningham. Phillips 
– who only averaged around 14 
minutes a game last season – will 
now most likely be a starter with the 
significant loss in players. The lone 
senior, Hayley Hodgins, already has 
her name in headlines as she was 
named to the preseason all-Big Sky 
Conference team. 
Head coach Wendy Schuller told 
the Spokesman-Review, “I know 
we’ll be competitive … The bottom 
line is we have a great group of 
young ladies who want to work and 
be here and are proud to be Eagles. 
I’m excited, and my staff is excited 
about moving forward with these 
five players.”
The season opener is on Nov. 13 at 
Reese Court against Eastern Oregon 
University. In the 2015-2016 preseason 
polls, the Eagles have been picked to 
finish sixth by the media and ninth 
by the league coaches. “I’ve never 
put a whole lot of stock in preseason 
polls,” said Schuller via goeags.com. 
“We’ve got two of the best players in 
the conference back in Hayley and 
Delaney Hodgins, and we have a 
number of other talented players. I 
think Tisha Phillips is ready to break 
out and become a great player in this 
league and Ashli Payne is a really solid 
junior college transfer who will help us 
quite a bit.” 
One of the new additions to the 
Eagles is Ashli Payne. She played 
two seasons at Umpqua Community 
College in Roseburg, Oregon. Not 
only did she help lead her team to a 
27-5 record, she averaged 17.8 points 
per game and brought a whole new 
element to the team.
 The players expected to carry 
over their leadership from last year 
on the court will be Hayley Hodgins 
and her sister Delaney Hodgins, as 
this is their last year playing next 
to each other with Hayley being a 
redshirt senior. Hayley averaged 30 
minutes per game last season while 
her sister averaged 28.9 minutes as 
a freshman. With more shoes to fill 
this year, Schuller said she expects 
them to shine even more on the 
court and lead their team to victory.
The women’s basketball team 
may be young, but will fight to prove 
themselves as a championship team.
Young team has high hopes
By Grace Pohl | staff writer
Women’s basketball participating in a drill during practice | Photo by Melanie Flint
Violet Kapri Morrow going to the rim against Saint Martin’s in an exhibition | Contributed by goeags.com
Hayley Hodgins shooting a layup in practice | Photo by Melanie Flint
12  THE EASTERNER November 12, 2015  November 12, 2015 THE EASTERNER  13
Sports
Expectations are high for the men’s basketball team this year. There is a lot of hype 
surrounding this team after win-
ning the Big Sky Conference Cham-
pionship and making an appearance 
in the 2015 NCAA Tournament.
“Personally I’d like to lead us 
straight back to where we were in 
the NCAA [tournament],” senior 
Venky Jois said. “If we can do that 
then I’m completely happy with the 
season. And that means we’ve all 
performed extraordinarily well.”
Jois is the only returning 
senior and was named the Big Sky 
preseason MVP. “I haven’t proved 
anything,” Jois said of winning 
the preseason MVP. “It’s obviously 
flattering to be recognized by the 
league, but as far as what me and 
the team are going to do, that’s all 
I’m looking for now.”
While Jois has his eyes set on 
returning to the NCAA tourna-
ment, head coach Jim Hayford’s 
goal for the season is more focused 
on the day-to-day improvements. 
When asked if the bar is set even 
higher for this season, Hayford 
said, “Yes and no. Yes in that you 
want to take the program to a better 
place every year. No in that our goal 
every day is to be the best we can 
be. We’ve got to figure out what is 
the best this team can be today and 
make that the goal.” He is in his 
fifth season as head coach.
Because several key pieces from 
last year’s team are gone, other 
players will need to step up. A big 
contributor this year will be senior 
Saint Louis University transfer Austin 
McBroom. He is looking to bring 
experience to the team in the hopes 
of reaching their second consecutive 
NCAA tournament berth. “I’ve been 
there before so I bring experience to 
the team and it’s definitely a big goal 
of mine to get back to the tourna-
ment,” McBroom said.
Another aspect he said he 
wants to bring to this young team 
is knowing how to win games. 
“I’ve played the game for a couple 
years now and I’ve advanced when 
it comes to defense. I came from a 
defensive team, so I can definitely 
help when it comes to defense ... 
And just making my guys better, 
try to be a point guard who makes 
assists and is a defensive stopper 
who knocks down shots.”
After finishing with a 26-9 
overall record last season, the team 
looks for Felix Von Hofe to be a big 
contributor this year. Last year as 
a sophomore, Von Hofe’s minutes 
played per game increased to 15.5 
from 8.6 his freshman year. When 
asked what his goal for the season 
was, Von Hofe said he wants to 
be a vocal leader. “I think from a 
leadership perspective, to be as vocal 
as possible on the court ... I’m one 
of those loud guys so it’s going to be 
a big thing to be vocal on the court, 
especially on defense.” Von Hofe said 
he also wants to play his role and 
make all the shots he needs to.
Last season’s Big Sky Freshman 
of the Year Bogdan Bliznyuk looks 
to start right where he left off. “I’m 
just going to do what I can – I’m 
not going to force anything,” said 
Bliznyuk. “If the team needs me to 
step up and do a little more, then 
I’ll do that, but it’s not like I’m 
there trying to force something or 
do something extra. I’ll play within 
myself, play the system and however 
it goes that’s how it’s going to go.”
Even though four of last year’s 
five starters are gone, including 
Tyler Harvey who left for the 
NBA, Hayford said he believes 
this team still remains a threat. 
“It’s a non-issue,” said Hayford of 
the non-returning starters.  “We 
have experienced players coming 
back at all but one position and 
we have really talented players. 
We went and got the best available 
experienced player that we could 
[Austin McBroom]. So we have the 
experience that we need.”
Both the coach and media 
preseason polls have Eastern 
Washington University finishing 
third in the Big Sky Conference 
standings, behind Weber State 
University and the University of 
Montana, but this does not lower 
any of the players’ expectations for 
the season.
“I think we can do the same 
thing as we did last year and get 
even further,” said Bliznyuk. “So it’s 
not just to get there, but it’s to get 
there and make some noise.”
The season tips off on the road 
against Mississippi State University 
on Nov. 13.
Eagles expected to soar after 2015 Big Sky win
By Riley Baker | staff writer
Men’s and women’s basketball get after the ball in practice game | Photo by Melanie FlintBogdan Bliznyuk makes a practice shot | Photo by Melanie Flint
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One turnover turned into two, two turnovers turned into three, and when three turnovers quickly turned into 
four late in the fourth quarter, the Northern 
Arizona Lumberjacks had all but spoiled 
fourth-ranked Eastern Washington’s Home-
coming weekend, defeating the Eagles, 52-30.
 “It was one of those games where we 
didn’t take care of the ball like we needed 
to,” said head coach Beau Baldwin, whose 
team lost just three fumbles in five Big 
Sky conference games before losing three 
against the Lumberjacks.
The first turnover came in the first 
quarter, with the Eagles driving deep 
in Lumberjack territory. One play after 
running for 15 yards, running back 
Jalen Moore fumbled the ball at the 
Lumberjacks’ eight-yard line, ending an 
eight-play, 52-yard drive.
The Eagles’ defense stood strong 
following the turnover, forcing a quick punt 
against a Northern Arizona offense that 
had scored 115 points in its last two games. 
Wide receiver Cooper Kupp mishandled 
the punt after trying to field the ball on a 
bounce. The Lumberjacks came out with 
the ball at the bottom of the pile, giving 
them tremendous field position at the 
Eagles’ 20-yard line.
“I wanted to keep the ball from rolling 
too far,” Kupp said. “I messed up and it 
cost the team. My job as the punt returner 
is to make sure we possess the ball first 
and foremost, and I didn’t do that.”
The Lumberjacks cashed in on the 
great field position two minutes later, with 
running back Casey Jahn scoring a touch-
down from four yards out, giving Northern 
Arizona a 7-0 first quarter lead. 
Following a quick Eagles drive that 
lasted just five plays and gained 19 
yards, the Lumberjacks followed up their 
five-play, 22-yard touchdown drive with 
a 22-play, 93-yard touchdown drive that 
took 10:23 off the clock. On that drive, 
Northern Arizona was 5-6 on third down 
conversions and converted their lone 
fourth down attempt. 
“When they are converting on third-and-
long, as a defense that can be a struggle and 
tough because you’ve done so well on first and 
second down,” Baldwin said. “You say, ‘We’ve 
got them where we want them.’ But give 
credit to them – they made some plays and 
dialed some things up and they executed.”
The Lumberjacks came into the game 
converting just 33.6 percent, 36-107, of 
their third down conversions, but convert-
ed 68.4 percent, 13-19, against the Eagles. 
The Eagles’ high-powered offense could 
not find their rhythm over the course of 
the game, failing to score on back-to-back 
drives. Yet the Eagles still found themselves 
within striking distance towards the end of 
the third quarter, down 24-14, and driving 
in Lumberjacks territory. 
On fourth-and-one at Northern Arizona’s 
37-yard line, quarterback Jordan West’s pass 
was deflected and intercepted by Marcus 
Alford, who rumbled 70 yards down the 
sideline for a touchdown. The interception 
was the first West had thrown at Roos Field 
this season.
The ensuing kickoff did the Eagles in 
for good when wide receiver Simba Webster 
fielded the kick at the goal line, returning it to 
the Eagles’ 20-yard line before fumbling the 
ball, resulting in the Lumberjacks recovering 
yet another loose ball. Running back Corbin 
Jountti rushed the ball three times following 
the turnover, scoring from two yards out to 
give NAU a commanding 38-14 lead. 
“They out-coached us and out-played 
us, and that’s how I always feel when 
we are on the end of games like this,” 
Baldwin said. “The margin for error in 
this conference and at this level is razor 
thin. So if you get into situations where 
a team is playing a cleaner ballgame – 
which they did – that’s going to make it 
really tough to overcome.”
West finished the day 20-38 passing, 
throwing for 244 yards with two touch-
downs and the one interception. Redshirt 
freshman quarterback Reilly Hennessey 
relieved West in the fourth quarter, going 
8-13 for 123 passing yards and scrambling 
for a touchdown run. 
Starting running back Jabari Wilson 
made his return after missing a string of 
games, carrying the ball 11 times for 42 
yards and a touchdown. Wide receiver 
Kendrick Bourne led the Eagles receiving 
corps with nine catches for 154 yards, 
while Kupp finished with nine catches 
as well, gaining 98 yards and catching a 
touchdown pass in the second quarter.
Four turnovers spell doom for Eagles
By Brandon Cline | sports editor
Linemen collide after the snap at the  Homecoming game on Nov. 7 | Photo by Karissa Berg
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After three straight weeks of splitting matches, EWU 
volleyball stumbled through a pair, losing in three sets to 
Northern Arizona University on Nov. 5 and University of 
Idaho in four sets on Nov. 7. 
The back-to-back losses dropped the Eagles to 9-5 in con-
ference play and 14-11 overall, with two conference matches 
remaining before the Big Sky Tournament. Eastern will visit 
University of Northern Colorado and University of North 
Dakota next week to round out conference play.
Despite losing five out of their last seven matches, the 
Eagles sit in second place in the North division, trailing the 
University of Idaho, and have already clinched a spot in the 
Big Sky Tournament. 
Final Score: Northern Arizona University defeats Eastern 
Washington University, 25-22, 25-20, 25-21.
What It Means: The Eagles fall to 9-4 in conference play 
and 14-10 overall. With the win, the Lumberjacks improve to 12-1 
in Big Sky play, while staying firmly atop the South division with 
a 22-4 overall record. 
Turning Point: The Eagles battled back and forth with 
the class of the Big Sky conference in each set, seeing 23 
ties and eight lead changes, but could never finish off the 
Lumberjacks. After the Eagles took a 17-16 lead in set three, 
Northern Arizona went on a tear, scoring on 8 of the next 
11 points to take a 24-20 lead – the Lumberjacks went on to 
finish the Eagles, 25-21. 
Key Statistics: The Lumberjacks out-hit the Eagles as a 
team .316 percent to .250 percent and were out-blocked seven 
to three. The Eagles were led by middle blocker Alexis Wesley 
with nine kills, middle blocker and right side hitter Chloe 
Weber with three blocks, and defensive specialist and libero 
Ryann Ensrud with 20 digs.
Final Score: EWU falls to University of Idaho, 12-25, 21-25, 
25-20, 21-25. 
What It Means: Eastern remains in second place in the 
North division after back-to-back losses drop the Eagles to 9-5 in 
Big Sky play, 14-11 overall. The win bumps the first place Vandals 
to 10-4 in conference, 13-13 overall. 
Turning Point: After cruising through the first set, Idaho 
and Eastern were locked at 19-19 when the Vandals went on a 
5-point run to take a 24-19 lead. Eastern would respond with 2 
points of their own, but the rally fell short as Idaho went on to 
win the second set, 25-21. 
Key Statistics: Outside hitter and defensive specialist 
Jessica Gilbert led the Eagles in kills with 17, setting a new 
career-high in the process. Middle blocker Haile Watson and 
middle blocker and right side hitter Chloe Weber teamed up to 
lead the team in blocks, with three apiece.
Eagles volleyball drops to second in North division 
By TJ Moulton | contributing writer
Defensively, 
redshirt sophomore 
linebacker Jake Gall 
continued to wreak 
havoc, recording 2.5 
sacks and being credited with eight tackles 
for the third-straight game. Linebacker 
Miquiyah Zamora finished with nine 
tackles and a forced fumble, which defensive 
lineman Matthew Sommer fell on – the only 
turnover the Eagles forced in the game. 
For the Lumberjacks, quarterback Case 
Cookus continued to burn defenses, complet-
ing 22 of his 28 passes for 224 yards and a 
touchdown pass. “I was impressed before we 
played them and I’m impressed after seeing 
him in person. He hasn’t played all year like 
a freshman. He is playing the quarterback 
position like a junior or senior. That’s what’s 
most impressive to me,” Baldwin said.
The Eagles dropped to 5-1 conference, 
trailing the Southern Utah Thunderbirds by 
one game in the conference standings with 
two games left to be played in the regular 
season. The Thunderbirds and Lumberjacks, 
who sit at 4-2 in conference play, face each 
other in the final game of the season.
What’s Next: The Eagles travel to Missoula, 
Montana, for a game against the Montana 
Grizzlies, who are coming off an improbable 
overtime win against the Idaho State Bengals. 
The Grizzlies sit at 4-2 in conference play and 
need a victory to keep their playoff hopes 
alive. Kickoff is scheduled for 12:35 p.m. on 
Nov. 14 and the game will air regionally on 
Root Sports.
One of the best seasons in program history came to a sudden halt on Nov. 5 for the EWU women’s soccer 
team after losing, 3-1, to the Sacramento 
State Hornets. The loss in the quarterfinals 
of the Big Sky Soccer Championships put an 
end to a season that saw the team record 12 
victories, the most in Eagles history.
Seeded third coming into the tournament, 
the Eagles narrowly missed out on the second 
seed and with it a first-round bye. Instead the 
Eagles were pitted against the Hornets, a team 
they beat, 3-1, in Cheney early in conference 
play on Oct. 2. 
The Eagles commanded play in the 
opening minutes of the match, but it was the 
Hornets who found the back of the net early 
on, with Jennifer Lum connecting on a ball off 
a cross from Kayla Collins in the ninth minute 
of the match. Lum buried the ball in the 
lower left corner of the net, beating the Eagles’ 
keeper Mallory Taylor. 
The Hornets took the 1-0 lead into the 
half, even with the Eagles out-shooting them, 
10-6, in the first 45 minutes. “I thought we 
started well, but we let in a bad goal and it 
took some air out of us,” said head coach Chad 
Bodnar. “We needed to be able to respond to 
that better than we did.”
It took the Hornets just two minutes to 
double their lead in the second half, with 
Collins putting away a cross for a goal in the 
47th minute, with Adaurie Dayak assisting on 
the play. It was not until the 78th minute that 
the Eagles were able to break through for a 
goal, with forward Devan Talley burying her 
third goal of the season just outside the penalty 
box off a pass from forward Chloe Williams. 
The Eagles sacrificed defense for offense 
trying to find a last-minute goal to send the 
game to overtime, and Collins capitalized in 
the 87th minute, scoring an unassisted goal to 
put a nail in the coffin on the Eagles’ season.
“Our team played hard, and we had a lot 
of chances, but the ball just wasn’t bouncing 
our way today,” Bodnar said. “Credit to 
Sacramento State, who played very hard. We 
were unable to break them down.”
The Eagles end the 2015 campaign with a 
12-4-3 record, with six of those wins coming 
in conference play — a program record. The 
Eagles’ 34 goals of the season were also a 
school best and the team won every match it 
played in September, going 6-0 with five of 
those matches being played on the road. 
“We’re disappointed because we expected 
more from ourselves after having had such 
a good regular season, but I’m proud of our 
players for the year they had,” Bodnar said. 
EWU soccer’s record-setting season ends in Big Sky playoffs with loss to Sac State
By Brandon Cline | sports editor
“I’m	proud	of	our	players	for	the	year	they	had.
Chad Bodnar | EWU Women’s Soccer Head Coach
Eagles volleyball team celebrates | Photo by Karissa Berg 
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The Easterner is the student-run newspaper at Eastern 
Washington University. We print a weekly publication and 
continuously update our website (easterneronline.com).
The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty, 
staff and nearby residents of Eastern Washington University of 
the governance, activities and views of the campus while 
providing a learning environment for students interested in 
journalism and related fields.
We are currently hiring writers and 
copy editors.
Apply for a position through EagleAXIS today!
For questions and more information, contact 
easterner.me@gmail.com
The Easterner is now hiring 
non work-study students
